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Literature 204 Paper 2
From the short stories “Lamb to the Slaughter” by Roald Dahl and “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemmingway, some similarities and differences can be noted despite the cultural differences. The authors use different contexts to base their stories, even though the stories converge at some point too. Both the girl and Mrs Malone are involved in a situation where they have to critically make their own decisions. The decisions made by the girl and Mrs Maloney make decisions that will influence the future different outcomes. Therefore, this discussion provides the differences and decisions existing in the stories from the two books. 
The two stories have some dramatic irony where there is the consumption of alcohol, which is supposed to affect the ability to make sound decisions. In “Lamb to the Slaughter,” the police officers were given whiskey by Mrs. Malone, which could have made them pause their investigation of the murder for the day. One of the detectives says, “Probably right under our very noses….” (Dahl, 2012, p.9). Even though they had drunk some whiskey, it is ironic because they find out that the lamb’s leg they were eating was the weapon used to murder Mr. Patrick. There is also irony when the woman claims to be doing a hospitality act by giving the police officers the lamb from the oven, yet it was a way of destroying the evidence of the object used to murder Mr. Patrick. Hemingway (1927) says, “…let the air in” (p.2). This statement means that the girl should accept his suggestion of abortion, but it is ironic because she declines even though they were drinking some alcohol.
There is imagery present in both stories, “Lamb to the Slaughter” and “Hills Like White Elephants”. Dahl (2012) wrote, “…the curtains drawn, the two table lamps alight1 — hers and the one by the empty chair opposite. On the sideboard behind her, two tall glasses, soda water, whiskey…” (p.1). This statement provided an image of the context to the reader by describing the environment within which Mary Maloney was. The girl says, “We could have all this…” (Hemingway, 1927, p.2). This statement creates an image to the reader of how the girl could make her life happy if she keeps the unborn baby or barren if she decides to abort the child. The reader gets an image of the consequences that would result from the decisions made by the girl.
However, the two stories have a difference existing, which is identical, such as soliloquy and repetition. There is a soliloquy, which is identical in the “Lamb to the Slaughter”. Mary Malone said, “I want some potatoes please….” (Dahl, 2012, p.5). This statement meant that she was speaking to herself to rehearse how she was going to face Sam at the grocery. This rehearsal was purposely made to avoid creating any suspicion of what had happened. The girl asks, “would you please, please, please stop talking?” (Hemingway, 1927, p.3). This question implies that the girl decided not to follow what she was being told and her decision led to her happiness. The word “please” is repeated in this statement, which is not present in the “Lamb to the Slaughter” to emphasize how serious the girl was when stopping the man from talking.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, there is a significant contribution in the two stories that describe the evils done in the current society where there are outcomes that result from similar decisions and activities as mentioned. From the story “Lamb to the Slaughter” by Roald Dahl, the contribution made is that the happening of domestic violence, especially in the cases where one of the partners is a military or police officer, has increased, which leaves one of the partners dead. Murder cases can happen in marriage despite the existing love among the partners or gender and therefore, thorough investigations are needed. “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemmingway shows the pressure people go through in society. This story implies that people have the freedom to make the best decisions in their lives by considering the outcomes, which may be fatal and consider respect for other individuals.  
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